Abstract

The harat and the numerical city are two shapes of grouped and collective
housing of Sétif's town. They have different stories and are not the same neither on the

morphological level nor on the architectural one.

The harat has for origin the colonial house which changed to answer local
practices of inhabitants. It is conceived in an introverted system and is carried out in a
homogeneous envelope. From the model, it became with time a type adopted by the
setifian's population. The harat which has supported a social melting-pot a long time ago,
gave rise to a mixed urban (the building harat) and to a mixed of activity (the harat
souika and the building souika).

The numerical city has for origin the zoning a characteristic of the functionalist
ideology of Athens' Charter which reduced the city at some functions. The numerical city
(examples: 10, 23, 30, 40, 50... 100... 400, 500, 600... 1014 dwellings...) is not always
conceived to give to inhabitants the joy in life to which they aspire. It is characterized by
the architectural poverty of its spaces, its structure and its composition which hardly

facilitate exchanges.

Its buildings are of an obsolete design and do not correspond to practices of
setifian's population. The numerical city remains a piece of parceled one (lack of
connections with existing streets, lack of equipment, services and trades) where the life of
vicinity is broken, where the car took the place of the inhabitant and where environment,
ecology and quality are obsolete words. And in Setif, we continue to build the same

cities!

Authorities are constrained to create new dynamics concerning collective
dwellings. The approach of the cost and the technique containing traditional materials are
not enough to create comfortable spaces and pleasant living conditions and harmony with

the environment and nature. Another approach is to be reconsidered. An approach which
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highlights the local habitat in a grouped matter and an ecological step which draws its

notions from principles of sustainable development.

The concepts which structure the harat can be taken again to create cities in
conformity with local practices. Its spaces offer means to restore statutory values which
were used a long time ago as a basis for the life of group. But it is not enough to group
together inhabitants to live collectively. It is also necessary a legal and lawful
framework. Although it seems complex because associating two contradictory principles
which are the right of ownership and the constraints of collective life, the mode of joint
ownership remains the best legal framework. Its legislative and lawful texts, its tools, its

bodies and its management are very explicit and protect occupants and their goods.

The local grouped housing (which remains the harat) offers an opportunity to
group inhabitants together but provided that it is ecological. The regrouping of several
family units in a compacted volume brings, obviously, significant economic advantages.
It reduces the influence on the ground and the cost of construction. It also allows family
units to adapt spaces in conformity with their practices. But these two data are not

sufficient to design or think about an ecological grouped housing or an eco grouped

To think and conceive an ecological grouped housing is to develop external
contributions (sun, light...) and natural elements (tree, plants...). It is also to think above a
step to help to make choices. This one is synthesized in a loop green which calls upon
political, economical, sociocultural, technical, environmental, participative dimensions,
reference frames: EMS (System of Environmental Management), standards 1ISO 9001 and
14001, energy effectiveness and 25 targets. All these dimensions must find a

complementarity on each level of application of a build's act.
Keywords: Harat (grouped housing), numerical city (collective housing), social melting-

pot, mixed urban and of activity, participative democracy, joint ownership, loop green

and reference frames, eco grouped.
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